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(54) Determination of device sub-functions in a PI 394 environment 



(57) The invention provides an electronic equipment 
controlling apparatus (1) and method and an electronic 
equipment controlling system by which functions of an 
electronic equipment can be utilized effectively. AV 
equipments are connected to a PC module (1) by an 
IEEE 1394 cable (7). Each of the AV equipments 
includes a ROM in which irrformation of function units 
built in the AV equipment is stored. Upon initialization, 
the PC module (1) receives transmission of and stores 



the information of the function units of the AV equip- 
ments from the AV equipments. When an instruction to 
record data reproduced from a first one of the AV equip- 
ments onto a second one of the AV equipments is 
received, the PC module (1) transfers data in accord- 
ance with the information of the function units stored 
therein and automatically searches for function units to 
be processed- 



F I G. I 



CM 
< 

CM 
CM 
CO 

O) 

in 

CO 

o 

Q. 

LU 




31-' 



MO DRIVE 
MODULE 



MO 

DRIVE 



4k- 



42- 



DVD 

PLAYER 

MODULE 



MPEG 2 
DECODER 



DVD-ROM 
DRIVE 



"T 

4 



51^- 



CD-R 

DRIVE 

MODULE 



CD-R 
DRIVE 



Primed by Xerox (UK) Business Services 
2.16.3/3.4 



6I-- 



62 
63 



MD DRIVE 
MODULE 



MD 

DRIVE 



ATRAC 
ENCODER 



ATRAC 
DECODER 



BNSDOCID: <EP 0859322A2_I_> 



1 

Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to an electronic equipment 
controlling apparatus and method, an electronic equip- 
ment controlling system and an electronic equipment, 
and more particularly to an electronic equipment con- 
trolling apparatus and method, an electronic equipment 
controlling system and an electronic equipment by 
^> which function resources of an electronic equipment 
connected thereto through a communication line can be 
utilized effectively 

In recent years, utilization not only of AV (Audio Vis- 
ual) equipments but also of OA (Office Automation) 
equipments such as a personal computer in a home has 
been and is increasing. Thus, it seems a possible good 
idea to connect such AV equipments and a personal 
computer to each other through a home network or the 
like so that the AV equipments are controlled by the per- 
sonal computer. 

However, in a related art home network system, in 
order to control such AV equipments by means of a per- 
sonal computer, a user must input and set to the per- 
sonal computer what AV equipments are connected to 
the personal computer. Consequently, the related art 
home network system has a subject in that it is low in 
operability. 

Further, the personal computer recognizes each AV 
equipment as an equipment which outputs one kind of 
output or as an equipment which outputs one output 
with respect to one input. As a result, the related art 
home network system has another subject in that data 
processed by a plurality of function units individually 
built in each AV equipment cannot be utilized by another 
AV equipment. 

Now. it is assumed that, for example, as shown in 
FIG. 29. an MO (Magneto-Optical Disk) equipment 251. 
a DVD (Digital Video Disk) player module 261 and a CD- 
R (Compact Disk Recordable) equipment 271 are con- 
nected to each other by a bus. Further, it is assumed 
that predetermined data is recorded in accordance with 
the MPEG (Moving Picture Experts Group) 2 system on 
an MO 253 which is driven by an MO drive 252 of the 
MO equipment 251. It Is also assumed that the data Is 
reproduced to produce data of a format of the MPEG 1 
system in accordance with standards for a video CD 
(Compact Disk) and the data thus produced is recorded 
onto a CD-R 273 which is driven by a CD-R drive 272 of 
the CD-R equipment 271. 

In order to obtain data of the MPEG 1 system, an 
MPEG 1 encoder is required. Since any of the MO 
equipment 251. DVD player module 261 and CD-R 
equipment 271 does not have a built-in MPEG 1 
encoder, a converter which includes an MPEG 1 
encoder must be prepared separately. Thus, it is 
assumed that a user purchases an MPEG 1 converter 
281 which includes an MPEG 1 encoder 282 and con- 



2 

nects the MPEG 1 converter 281 to the bus. 

First, the MO 253 is reproduced by the MO equip- 
ment 251 to obtain data of the MPEG 2 system. 

Then, if it is possible to supply the data to an MPEG 

5 2 decoder 264 of the DVD player module 261 , then the 
data is supplied to the MPEG 2 decoder 264, by which 
the data can be decoded into data of the Motion JPEG 
(Joint Photographic Experts Group) system. Further, 
the Motion MPEG data is supplied to the MPEG 1 

10 encoder 282 of the MPEG 1 converter 281 , by which it 
is encoded into MPEG 1 data. Then, the data of the 
MPEG 1 system is supplied to the CD-R drive 272, by 
which It can be recorded onto the CD-R 27a The CD-R 
273 which conforms with a video CD of the format of the 

15 MPEG 1 system can be obtained in this manner. 

Actually, however, the DVD player module 261 is 
constructed such that the MPEG 2 decoder 264 can 
decode data reproduced from a DVD ROM 263 driven 
by a DVD-ROM drive 262. but Is not constructed such 

20 that it can decode external input data by the MPEG 2 
decoder 264 and output the resulting data. In other 
words, the DVD player module 261 is constructed as an 
equipment of the self -completing type similarly to other 
AV equipments. 

25 Therefore, after all, for example, as shown in FIG. 
30. an MPEG 2 decoder 293 and an MPEG 1 encoder 
294 mounted on circuit boards are added to a personal 
computer (PC) 291 which has a built-in hard disk 292 
such that data of the MPEG 2 system outputted from the 

30 MO drive 252 is supplied to the MPEG 2 decoder 293 so 
that it is decoded by the MPEG 2 decoder 293 to obtain 
data of the Motion MPEG system. Then, the resulting 
data is supplied to and encoded by the MPEG 1 
encoder 294 to obtain data of the MPEG 1 system. 

35 Then, the data of the MPEG 1 system is supplied to the 
CD-R drive 272 of the CD-R equipment 271 so that it is 
recorded onto the CD-R 273. 

In this manner, all functions tor data conversion 
must after all be concentrated upon the personal com- 

40 puter. Consequently, not only the construction of the 
personal computer 291 is complicated, but also a high 
cost is required. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

45 

ft Is an object of the present invention to provide an 
electronic equipment controlling apparatus and method, 
an electronic equipment controlling system and an elec- 
tronic equipment by which a plurality of functions of AV 

50 equipments can individually be utilized efficiently and 
operability is improved while preventing concentration of 
functions on a personal computer. 

In order to attain the object described above, 
according to an aspect of the present invention, there is 

55 provided an electronic equipment controlling apparatus 
to which one or more electronic equipments are con- 
nected by a communication line, comprising communi- 
cation means for communicating with the electronic 
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equipments through the communication line, control 
means for requesting each of the electronic equipments 
for transmission of information of function units included 
in the electronic equipment and each having at least 
one of an input and an output, and storage means for 5 
storing the information of the function units transmitted 
from the electronic equipments to the electronic equip- 
ment controlling apparatus through the communication 
line. 

According to another aspect of the present inven- 10 
tion, there is provided an electronic equipment control- 
ling method for controlling one or more electronic 
equipments connected by a communication line, com- 
prising a requesting step of requesting each of the elec- 
tronic equipments for transmission of information of is 
function units included in the electronic equipment and 
each having at least one of an input and an output, and 
a storing step of storing the information of the function 
units transmitted from the electronic equipments 
through the communication line. 20 

With the electronic equipment controlling apparatus 
and method, since each of the electronic equipments is 
requested for transmission of information of function 
units each having at least one of an input and an output 
and the information of the function units transmitted 25 
from the electronic equipments is stored, the finer func- 
tions of the electronic equipments can be utilized effec- 
tively. 

According to a further aspect of the present inven- 
tion, there is provided an electronic equipment con- 30 
nected to an electronic equipment controlling apparatus 
by a communication line, comprising communication 
means for communicating with the electronic equipment 
controlling apparatus through the communication line, 
storage means for storing information of function units 35 
included in the electronic equipment and each having at 
least one of an input and an output, and control means 
for controlling so that, when a request for transmission 
of the information of the function units is received from 
the electronic equipment controlling apparatus, the 40 
information of the function units is transmitted to the 
electronic equipment controlling apparatus. 

According to a still further aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided an electronic equipment 
controlling method for controlling an electronic equip- 45 
ment connected to an electronic equipment controlling 
apparatus by a communication line, comprising a 
receiving step of receiving a request for transmission of 
information of function units from the electronic equip- 
ment controlling apparatus, and a transmitting step of so 
controlling, in response to the request for transmission, 
to transmit information of function units included in the 
electronic equipment and each having at least one of an 
input and an output to the electronic equipment control- 
ling apparatus. ss 

With the electronic equipment and the electronic 
equipment controlling method, when a request for trans- 
mission is received from the electronic equipment con- 



trolling apparatus, the stored information of the function 
units included in the electronic equipment is transmitted 
to the electronic equipment controlling apparatus. Con- 
sequently, any function of the electronic equipment can 
be utilized effectively 

According to a yet further aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided an electronic equipment 
controlling system, comprising a plurality of first elec- 
tronic equipments connected to each other by a com- 
munication line, and a second electronic equipment for 
controlling the first electronic equipments, each of the 
first electronic equipments including first communica- 
tion means for comnnunicating with the second elec- 
tronic equipment through the communication line, first 
storage means for storing information of function units 
included in the first electronic equipment and each hav- 
ing at least one of an input and an output, and first con- 
trol means for controlling so that, when a request for 
transmission of the information of the function units is 
received from the second electronic equipment, the 
information of the function units is transmitted to the 
second electronic equipment, the second electronic 
equipment including second communication means for 
communicating with the first electronic equipments 
through the communication line, second control means 
for requesting each of the first electronic equipments for 
transmission of the information of the function units of 
the first electronic equipment, and second storage 
means for storing the information of the function units 
transmitted from the first electronic equipments to the 
second electronic equipment through the communica- 
tion line. 

According to a yet further aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided an electronic equipment 
controlling method for an electronic equipment control- 
ling system which includes a plurality of first electronic 
equipments connected to each other by a communica- 
tion line, and a second electronic equipment for control- 
ling the first electronic equipments, comprising a 
requesting step by the second electronic equipment of 
requesting each of the first electronic equipments for 
transmission of information of function units included in 
the first electronic equipment and each of having at 
least one of an input and an output, a receiving step by 
each of the first electronic equipments of receiving the 
request for transmission of information of function units 
from the second electronic equipment, a transmitting 
step by each of the first electronic equipments of con- 
trolling in response to the request for transmission so 
that the information of the function units of the first elec- 
tronic equipment is transmitted to the second electronic 
equipment, and a storing step by the second electronic 
equipment of storing the information of the function 
units transmitted from the first electronic equipments 
through the communication line. 

With the electronic equipment controlling system 
and method, when a request is received from the sec- 
ond electronic equipment, the information of the func- 
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tton units of the first electronic equipments is 
transmitted to and stored into the second electronic 
equipment. Consequently, the functions of the elec- 
tronic equipments of the entire network can be utilized 
effectively. As a result, the electronic equipments can be 
simplified in construction. 

According to a yet further aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided an electronic equipment 
controlling apparatus to which a plurality of electronic 
equipments are connected by a communication line, 
comprising control means for producing, based on an 
oraer of processes to be executed by the electronic 
equipments, commands including Information of con- 
tents of the processes and designation information for 
designating that one of the electronic equipments by 
which the processes are to be executed next, and com- 
munication means for outputting the produced com- 
mands to the electronic equipments through the 
communication line. 

According to a yet further aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided an electronic equipment 
controlling method for an electronic equipment control- 
ling apparatus to which a plurality of electronic equip- 
ments are connected by a communication line, 
comprising a controlling step of producing, based on an 
order of processes to be executed by the electronic 
equipments, commands including information of con- 
tents of the processes and designation information for 
designating that one of the electronic equipments by 
which the processes are to be executed next, and a 
communicating step of outputting the produced com- 
mands to the electronic equipments through the com- 
munication line. 

With the electronic equipment controlling apparatus 
and method, since each of the electronic equipments 
produces, after it performs predetermined processing, 
commands including designation information for desig- 
nating that one of the electronic equipments by which 
processing is to be performed next, the load when to 
control the plurality of electronic equipments can be 
reduced. 

According to a yet further aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided an electronic equipment 
connected to an electronic equipment controlling appa- 
ratus by a communication line, comprising communica- 
tion means for communicating with the electronic 
equipment controlling apparatus through the communi- 
cation line, processing means for performing, when 
commands including information of contents of proc- 
esses to be executed by a plurality of electronic equip- 
ments based on an order of the processes and 
designation information for designating that one of the 
electronic equipments by which the processes are to be 
executed next are received from the electronic equip- 
ment controlling apparatus, a process corresponding to 
one of the commands which is destined for the elec- 
tronic equipment, and outputting means for adding, 
after the process corresponding to the command is 



completed, data obtained by the process to at least part 
of the commands from the electronic equipment control- 
ling apparatus and outputting the resulting commands 
to another one of the electronic equipments. 

5 According to a yet further aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided an electronic equipment 
controlling method performed by an electronic equip- 
ment connected to an electronic equipment controlling 
apparatus by a communication line, comprising a 

10 processing step of performing, when commands includ- 
ing information of contents of processes to be executed 
by a plurality of electronic equipments based on an 
order of the processes and designation information for 
designating that one of the electronic equipments by 

15 which the processes are to be executed next are 
received from the electronic equipment controlling 
apparatus, a process corresponding to one of the com- 
mands which is destined for the electronic equipment. 
areJ an outputting step of adding, after the process cor- 

20 responding to the command is completed, data 
obtained as a result of the process to at least part of the 
commands from the electronic equipment controlling 
a|:^aratus and outputting the resulting commands to 
another one of the electronic equipments. 

25 With the electronic equipment and the electronic 
equipment controlling method, when processing corre- 
sponding to a command is completed, data obtained as 
a result of the processing is added to the commands 
from the electronic equipment controlling apparatus and 

30 the resulting commands are outputted to a next one of 
the electronic equipments. Consequently, the electronic 
equipment can cooperate with another electronic equip- 
ment rapidly and with certainty to perform processing of 
information. 

35 According to a yet further aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided an electronic equipment 
controlling system, conrprising a plurality of first elec- 
tronic equipments connected to each other by a com- 
munication line, and a second electronic equipment for 

40 controlling the first electronic equipments, each of the 
first electronic equipments including first communica- 
tion means for communicating with the second elec- 
tronic equipment through the communication line, 
processing means for performing, when commands 

45 including information of contents of processes to be 
executed by a plurality of electronic equipments based 
on an order of the processes and designation informa- 
tion for designating that one of the electronic equip- 
ments by which the processes are to be executed next 

50 are received from the second electronic equipment, a 
process corresponding to one of the commands which 
is destined for the electronic equipment, and outputting 
means for adding, after the process corresponding to 
the command is completed, data obtained as a result of 

55 the process to at least part of the commands from the 
second electronic equipment and outputting the result- 
ing commands to another one of the electronic equip- 
ments, the second electronic equipment including 
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control means for producing, based on the order of the 
processes to be executed by the electronic equipments, 
commands including information of contents of the 
processes and designation information for designating 
that one of the electronic equipments by which the proc- 5 
esses are to be executed next, and second communica- 
*tion means for outputting the produced commands to 
the electronic equipments through the communication 
lina 

According to a yet further aspect of the present 10 
invention, there is provided an electronic equipment 
controlling method for an electronic equipment control- 
ling system which includes a plurality of first electronic 
equipments connected to each other by a communica- 
tion line, and a second electronic equipment for control- is 
ling the first electronic equipments, comprising a 
controlling step by the second electronic equipment of 
producing, based on an order of processes to be exe- 
cuted by a plurality of electronic equipments, com- 
mands including information of contents of the 20 
processes and designation information for designating 
that one of the electronic equipments by which the proc- 
esses are to be executed next, a communicating step by 
the second electronic equipment of outputting the pro- 
duced commands to the electronic equipments through 25 
the communication line, a processing step by each of 
the first electronic equipments of performing, when the 
commands are received from the second electronic 
equipment, a process corresponding to one of the com- 
mands which Is destined for the first electronic equip- 3o 
ment, and an outputting step by each of the first 
electronic equipments of adding, after the process cor- 
responding to the command is completed, data 
obtained as a result of the process to at least part of the 
commands from the second electronic equipment and 35 
outputting the resulting commands to another one of the 
electronic equipments. 

With the electronic equipment controlling system 
and method, after predetermined processing is per- 
formed by any of the first electronic equipments, com- 40 
mands which include designation Information for 
designating that one of the electronic equipments by 
which processing is to be performed next are produced 
by the second electronic equipment, and then, when the 
commands are received by the first electronic equip- 45 
ment, the first electronic equipment adds the com- 
mands from the second electronic equipment to data 
obtained as a result of processing corresponding to one 
of the commands destined for the first electronic equip- 
ment and outputs the resulting commands. Conse- so 
quently, the plurality of first electronic equipments of the 
entire network can cooperate with each other to perform 
processing of information rapidly and with certainty. 

The above and other objects, features and advan- 
tages of the present invention will become apparent ss 
from the following description and the appended claims, 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings In 
which like parts or elements are denoted by like refer- 



ence characters. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG, 1 is a block diagram showing an example of a 
construction of an AV system to which the present 
invention is applied; 

FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic view illustrating a con- 
struction of a 1 394 cable shown In FIG. 1 ; 
FIG. 3 Is a block diagram showing a construction of 
a PC module shown in FIG. 1 ; 
FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a construction of 
an AV interface board shown in FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing a construction of 
. an MPEG 1 video deck module shown In FIG. 1 ; 
FIG. 6 Is a block diagram showing a construction of 
an MO drive module shown In FIG. 1; 
FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a construction of 
a DVD player module shown In FIG. 1 ; 
FIG. 8 Is a block diagram showing a construction of 
a CD-R drive module shown in FIG. 1 ; 
FIG. 9 is a flow chart illustrating processing of the 
PC module of FIG. 3 upon initialization; 
FIG. 10 Is a flow chart illustrating processing of the 
AV equipments shown in FIG. 1 upon Initialization; 
FIG. 1 1 is a table Illustrating information of function 
units of the MPEG 1 video deck module of FIG. 5; 
FIG. 12 is a table illustrating Information of function 
units of the MO drive module of FIG. 6; 
FIG. 13 Is a table Illustrating information of function 
units of the DVD player module of FIG. 7; 
FIG. 14 is a table illustrating information of function 
units of the CD-R drive module of FIG. 8; 
FIG. 15 Is a table Illustrating information of function 
units of an MD drive module shown in FIG. 1 ; * 
FIGS. 16 and 17 are flow charts illustrating opera- 
tion of the PC module of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 18 is a schematic illustration showing an 
example of a display of an equipment selection 
menu; 

FIG. 19 Is a schematic illustration showing an 
example of a display when an equipment is 
selected; 

FIG. 20 is a schematic view showing an example of 
a display of a result of a search for modules; 
FIG. 21 is a diagrammatic view illustrating a varia- 
tion of commands; 

FIG. 22 is a flow chart illustrating operation of the 

MO drive module shown in FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 23 is a flow chart illustrating operation of the 

DVD player module shown In FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 24 is a flow chart illustrating operation of the 

MPEG 1 video deck module shown in FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 25 is a flow chart illustrating operation of the 

CD-R drive module shown in FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 26 Is a flow chart illustrating operation of status 

processing of the CD-R drive module shown in FIG. 

1; 
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FIG. 27 is a flow chart illustrating another example 
of processing of the PC module shown in FIG. 1 ; 
FIG. 28 is a flow chart illustrating a further example 
of processing of the PC module shown in FIG. 1 ; 
FIG. 29 is a diagrammatic view illustrating a con- 
nection condition of a related art AV system; and 
FIG. 30 is a diagrammatic view illustrating another 
connection condition of a related art AV system. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring first FIG. 1 , there is shown an example of 
a construction of an AV system to which the present 
invention is applied. In the construction example shown, 
a PC module 1 which functions as a computer is suc- 
cessively connected to an MPEG (Moving Picture 
Experts Group) 1 video deck module 2, an MO (Mag- 
neto-Optical) drive module 3. a DVD (Digital Video Disk) 
player module 4. a CD-R (Compact Disk- Recordable) 
drive module 5 and an MD (Mini Disk) drive module 6 by 
an IEEE 1394 cable system (hereinafter referred to sim- 
ply as 1394 cable) 7 based on the IEEE (Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engineers) 1394 serial bus 
standards. Further, a monitor 1 1 is connected to the PC 
module 1 so that a predetermined image may be dis- 
played on the monitor 1 1 . 

The MPEG 1 video deck module 2 includes an 
MPEG 1 encoder 21. an MPEG 1 decoder 22 and a 
hard disk drive 23 built therein such that data supplied 
thereto from any other module can be encoded by the 
MPEG 1 encoder 21 and recorded onto a hard disk by 
the hard disk drive 23. On the other hand, data repro- 
duced from the hard disk by the hard disk drive 23 can 
be decoded by the MPEG 1 decoder 22 and outputted 
from the MPEG 1 video deck module 2. 

The MO drive module 3 includes an MO drive 31 
built therein such that data is recorded onto an MO 
loaded in the MO drive 31 whereas the data is repro- 
duced from the MO and the reproduced data Is output- 
ted from the MO drive module 3. The DVD player 
module 4 drives a DVD-ROM loaded therein by means 
of a DVD-ROM drive 42. decodes the data reproduced 
from the DVD-ROM by means of an MPEG 2 decoder 
41 and outputs the decoded data. 

The CD-R drive module 5 drives a CD-R or a CD- 
ROM by means of a CD-R drive 51 and outputs data 
recorded on the CD-R or CD-ROM whereas it can 
record data Inputted from the outside onto the CD-R. 

The MD drive module 6 drives an MD loaded 
therein by means of an MD drive 61, decodes a repro- 
duced signal from the MD by means of an ATRAC 
decoder 63 and outputs the decoded signal to the out- 
side. Further, the MD drive module 6 can encode data 
inputted thereto from the outside by means of an 
ATRAC encoder 62 and record the encoded data onto 
the MD. 

FIG. 2 shows a detailed construction of the 1394 
cable. Referring to FIG. 2. the 1394 cable 7 includes an 



outer tubular member 71, and an inner tubular member 
72 and another inner tubular member 73 provided in the 
inside of the outer tubular member 71 . A stranded wire 
74 composed of a wire 74A and another wire 74B is dis- 
5 posed In the inside of the inner tubular member 72 while 
another stranded wire" 75 composted of a wire 75A and 
another wire 75B Is disposed in the inside of the inner 
tubular member 73. The stranded wire 74 and the 
stranded wire 75 form signal paths which are independ- 
10 ent of each other. Meanwhile, a wire 76A and another 
wire 76B are disposed outside the outer tubular mem- 
ber 71 so that power may be supplied therethrough. 

In this manner, the PC module 1 supplies and 
receives control signals, video signals and audio signals 
15 to arid from the MPEG 1 video deck module 2, MO drive 
module 3. DVD player module 4, CD-R drive module 5 
and MD drive module 6, which are formed as AV equip- 
ments having functions conforming to the IEEE 1394 
standards, through the 1394 catrfe 7. 
20 FIG. 3 shows an example of an internal construc- 
tion of the PC module 1. Referring to FIG. 3, the PC 
module 1 Includes a mother board 341 and an AV inter- 
face (l/F) board 342. Various parts which cooperatively 
function as a personal computer are mounted on the 
25 mother board 341 . In particular, the mother board 341 
includes a CPU (Central Processing Unit) 351 which 
executes various processes, a ROM (Read Only Mem- 
ory) 352 in which programs necessary for the CPU 351 
to execute various processes are stored, and a RAM 
30 (Random Access Memory) 353 for suitably storing data 
and so forth necessary for the CPU 351 to execute var- 
ious processes. 

The mother board 341 further has a modem 354 
mounted thereon, which is either connected directly to a 
35 public switched telephone network (PSTN) or con- 
nected to a telephone set or a facsimile apparatus not 
shown. The modem 354 executes communication 
through the telephone network. A video capture 355 
receives an Input of a video signal from an AV selector 
40 module not shown and processes the received video 
signal. A TV output 356 outputs a video signal from the 
mother board 341 to the AV selector module. 

A 1394 interface (l/F) 357 of the mother board 341 
Is connected to another AV equipment (in the present 
45 embodiment, to the MPEG 1 video deck module 2) 
through the 1394 cable 7. The 1394 interface 357 proc- 
esses data communicated through the 1394 cable 7. A 
graphics accelerator 358 produces graphics data and 
outputs the graphics data to the monitor 1 1 so that it 
50 may be displayed on the monitor 11. Meanwhile, an 
audio input/output 359 outputs an audio signal from the 
mother board 341 to a loudspeaker (not shown) pro- 
vided in the monitor 1 1 . 

A control panel 361 and an IR (Infrared) blaster 362 
55 are connected to the AV interface board 342. The AV 
interface board 342 controls the mother board 341 in 
response to an Input from the control panel 361 or the 
IR blaster 362. 
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FIG. 4 shows an example of a more detailed con- 
struction of the AV interface board 342. Referring to 
FIG. 4, the AV interface board 342 includes a microcon- 
troller 371 and executes various processes in response 
to inputs from various switches of the control panel 361 . 
The microcontroller 371 also controls lighting of an LED 
of the control panel 361 . An NVRAM (Non-Volatile Ran- 
dom Access Memory) 372 stores data and so forth 
which are required to be kept stored also after power 
supply to the microcontroller 371 Is stopped. A commu- 
nication buffer 373 is connected to an ISA (Industry 
Standard Architecture) or a USB (Universal Serial Bus) 
as an expansion slot of the mother board 341 and tem- 
porarily buffers data to be communicated between the 
microcontroller 371 and the mother board 341 . Further, 
the microcontroller 371 outputs a signal based on the 
PS/2 (Personal System 2) (trademark) standards to the 
mother board 341. Generally, the PS/2 is standards 
used as an interface for connecting a mouse or a key- 
board to a computer. 

The IR blaster 362 receives an infrared signal out- 
putted from an infrared keyboard (wireless keyboard) 
381 or a remote commander 382, converts the Infrared 
signal into an electric signal and outputs the electric sig- 
nal as a KBD signal to the microcontroller 371 through a 
terminal 375. The KBD signal is a signal representative 
of a key code received from the infrared keyboard 381. 
The microcontroller 371 converts the key code KBD sig- 
nal produced by the infrared keytxjard Into a PS/2 signal 
mentioned above and transfers the PS/2 signal to the 
mother board 341 . Ck)nsequently the mother board 341 
can recognize a signal from the infrared keyboard simi- 
larly to that from a keyboard which Is normally con- 
nected by a wire. Meanwhile, the IR blaster 362 
receives an input of a control signal based on the 
SIRCS (Standard Code for Infrared Remote Control 
Systems) (trademark) standards from the microcontrol- 
ler 371 through the terminal 375 and outputs the control 
signal as an infrared signal. The SIRCS signal is a com- 
mand signal generated by the remote commander 382 
for controlling an AV equipment or the like. The micro- 
controller 371 converts the SIRCS signal received from 
the remote commander 382 into a control signal (control 
signal based on an AV protocol of the control S, control 
A1, LANC or IEEE 1394). and transmits the control sig- 
nal to a corresponding AV equipment. The microcontrol- 
ler 371 transfers a control signal for controlling an AV 
equipment to the mother board 341 through a terminal 
374 or a communication buffer 373, and the mother 
board 341 transmits the control signal to the corre- 
sponding AV equipment through the 1394 interface 357. 
Consequently, the microcontroller 371 can control the 
AV equipment connected to the PC module 1 in accord- 
ance with the control signal for the AV equipment 
received from the remote commander 382. Meanwhile, 
the AV interface hoard 342 communicates a signal 
based on the IrDa (Infrared Data Association) standards 
between the mother board 341 and the IR blaster 362, 
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and the mother board 341 can transfer data to another 
personal computer or AV equipment by infrared rays 
using the IrDa signal. 

Control signals based on the control S. control A1 

5 and LANC standards are inputted to or outputted from 
the terminal 374 of the AV Interface board 342. 

FIG. 5 shows an example of an internal construc- 
tion of the MPEG 1 video deck module 2. A CPU 121 
executes various processes In accordance with a pro- 

10 gram stored in a ROM 122. Data necessary for the CPU 
121 to execute various processes are stored suitably 
into a RAM 123. Data encoded by the MPEG 1 encoder 
21 is recorded onto a hard disk 124 which is driven by 
the hard disk drive 23. On the other hand, data read out 

15 from the hard disk 124 is decoded by the MPEG 1 
decoder 22 and then outputted from a 1394 interface 
125 to the 1 394 cable 7. Or else, the data is outputted to 
an outputting section 128 through an input/output Inter- 
face 126. An inputting section 127 is manually operated 

20 in order to input various instructions, and an inputted 
instruction is supplied to the CPU 121 through the 
input/output interface 126. 

FIG. 6 shows an example of an internal construc- 
tion of the MO drive module 3. A CPU 181 executes var- 

25 ious processes in accordance with a program stored in 
a ROM 182- A RAM 183 suitably stores data necessary 
for the CPU 181 to execute various processes. The MO 
drive 31 drives an MO 184 to record data onto or repro- 
duced recorded data from the MO 184 and outputs the 

30 reproduced data to the 1394 cable 7 through a 1394 
Interface 1 85 or to an outputting section 1 88 through an 
input/output interface 186. An inputting section 187 is 
manually operated in order to input various instmctions, 
and an Inputted instruction is inputted to the CPU 181 

35 through the input/output Interface 1 86. 

FIG. 7 shows an example of an internal construc- 
tion of the DVD player module 4. Referring to FIG. 7, in 
the present construction example, a CPU 141 executes 
various processes in accordance with a program stored 

40 in a ROM 142. A RAM 143 suitably stores data neces- 
sary for the CPU 1 41 to execute various processes. The 
DVD-ROM drive 42 drives a DVD-ROM 144 to repro- 
duce data recorded on the DVD-ROM 144 and supplies 
the reproduced data to the MPEG 2 decoder 41. The 

45 MPEG 2 decoder 41 decodes the data inputted thereto 
and outputs the decoded data to the 1394 cable 7 
through a 1394 Interface 145 or to an outputting section 
148 through a Input/output Interface 146. An inputting 
section 147 is manually operated in order to input vari- 

50 ous Instructions, and an Inputted instruction is inputted 
to the CPU 141 through the input/output interface 146. 

FIG- 8 shows an example of an internal construc- 
tion of the CD-R drive module 5. Referring to FIG. 8, a 
CPU 151 executes various processes in accordance 

55 with a program stored In a ROM 152. A RAM 153 suita- 
bly stores data necessary for the CPU 151 to execute 
various processes. The CD-R drive 51 drives a CD-R 
154 or a CD-ROM to record data onto the CD-R 154 or 
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reproduce data recorded on the CD-R 154 and outputs 
the reproduced data to the 1394 cable 7 through a 1394 
interface 155 or to an outputting section 158 through an 
input/output interface 156. An inputting section 157 is 
manually operated in order to input various instructions, 5 
and an inputted instruction is inputted to the CPU 151 
through the input/output interface 156. 

Subsequently, processing (upon initialization) when 
power supply to the PC module 1 is switched on is 
described with reference to a flow chart of FIG. 9. First 10 
in step SI. the CPU 351 of the PC module 1 requests 
one of AV equipments connected to the 1 394 cable 7 (in 
the embodiment of FIG. 1 , one of the MPEG 1 video 
deck module 2. MO drive module 3. DVD player module 
4, CD-R drive module 5 and MD drive module 6) to out- is 
put information of function units. That one of the AV 
equipments which receives the request reads out in 
step 812, information of function units from the ROM 
built therein as hereinafter described with reference to 
FIG. 10 and transmits the information of function units to 20 
the PC module 1 through the 1394 cable 7. The infor- 
mation of function units which is transmitted in this 
instance is hereinafter described with reference to 
FIGS. 11 to 15. 

The CPU 351 of the PC module 1 waits, in step S2. 25 
until information of function units is transmitted thereto 
from the predetermined AV equipment. If information of 
function units is transmitted to the PC module 1. then 
the information is received by the 1394 interface 357. 
When the information of function units is received, the 30 
CPU 351 stores the information of function units into the 
RAM 353 through the 1394 interface 357 in step S3. 
Then, the control advances to step S4, in which it is dis- 
criminated whether or not there remains any AV equip- 
ment from which information of function units has not 35 
been supplied to the PC module 1. and if such AV 
equipment remains, then the control returns to step SI , 
in which similar processing is executed. 

In this manner, the PC module 1 receives supply of 
information of function units of the individual AV equip- 40 
ments from all of the AV equipments connected to the 
1394 cable 7. If it is discriminated in step S4 that supply 
of information of function units is received from all of the 
AV equipments, then the initialization processing is 
completed. 45 

It is to be noted that, while, in the example 
described above, the PC module 1 performs initializa- 
tion processing when power supply to the PC module 1 
is made available, the timing at which the initialization 
processing is executed is not limited to this particular so 
timing. For example, based on the program stored in the 
RAM 353, the CPU 351 may execute, after each prede- 
termined time, the initialization processing described 
above for the AV equipments on the bus connected to 
each other by the 1394 cable 7. ss 

Further, the IEEE 1394 serial bus allows connec- 
tion of a new electronic equipment thereto without dis- 
connecting the power supply to the electronic 
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equipments connected already thereto. Upon such con- 
nection, setting on the bus is reset and bus initialization 
processing (bus resetting) is performed. The PC mod- 
ule 1 may execute, when it is detected that such bus 
resetting has been performed, the initialization process- 
ing illustrated in the flow chart of FIG. 9 after the bus 
resetting. 

By the construction just described, the AV equip- 
ments connected to the PC module 1 including an AV 
equipment newly connected to the 1394 serial bus after 
power supply to the PC module 1 is made available can 
be controlled by the PC module 1 without performing re- 
dosing of power supply to the PC module 1 . 

Subsequently, operation upon initialization of each 
AV equipment is described with reference to a flow chart 
of FIG. 10. First in step S1 1. for example, the CPU 121 
of the MPEG 1 video deck module 2 receives a request 
outputted in step SI from the PC module 1 through the 
1394 interface 125. When the request is received, the 
control advances to step S12. in which the CPU 121 
reads out the information of the function units stored in 
the ROM 122 and outputs the information of the function 
units to the PC module 1 through the 1394 interface 125 
and the 1394 cable 7. The CPU 351 of the PC module 1 
receives the information of the function units in step S2 
as desaibed above and stores the information of the 
function units into the RAM 353 in step S3. 

FIG. 11 illustrates an example of information of 
function units outputted from the MPEG 1 video deck 
module 2. It is to be noted that the information of func- 
tion units here signifies information of units of functions 
each of which at least has an input or an output, and the 
MPEG 1 video deck module 2 has, as such function 
units, the MPEG 1 encoder 21, MPEG 1 decoder 22 and 
hard disk drive 23. 

The input format of the MPEG 1 encoder 21 is a for- 
mat prescribed by the Motion JPEG (Joint Photographic 
Experts Group), and the output format of the MPEG 1 
encoder 21 is a format prescribed by the MPEG 1 . The 
input format of the MPEG 1 decoder 22 is a format pre- 
scribed by the MPEG 1 while the output format of the 
MPEG 1 decoder 22 is a format prescribed by the 
Motion JPEG format. The input format and the output 
format of the hard disk drive 23 may both be an arbitrary 
format only if digital data are handled. 

In the ROM 122 of the MPEG 1 video deck module 
2, such information of function units as illustrated in FIG. 
1 1 is stored in advance, and the information of the func- 
tion units is transmitted to the PC module 1 in such a 
manner as described above. 

The MO drive module 3 has the MO drive 31. and 
the input and output formats of the MO drive 31 are pre- 
scribed as digital data as seen in FIG. 12. The informa- 
tion of the function unit is stored in the ROM 182 of the 
MO drive module 3. 

FIG. 13 illustrates information of function units 
stored in the ROM 142 of the DVD player module 4. As 
an input format of the MPEG 2 decoder 41 . the format of 
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the MPEG 2 is prescribed, and as an output format of 
the MPEG 2 decoder 41 , the format of the Motion JPEG 
is prescribed. Meanwhile, the input format of the DVD- 
ROM drive 42 is not prescribed since the DVD-ROM 
drive 42 cannot effect recording, and the output format 
of the DVD-ROM drive 42 is prescribed as digital data. 

FIG. 14 illustrates information of function units 
stored in the ROM 152 of the CD-R drive module 5. The 
input format and the output format of the CD-R drive 51 
are both prescribed as digital data. 

FIG. 15 illustrates information of function units of 
the MD drive module 6. The input format and the output 
format of the MD drive 61 are both prescribed as digital 
data. The input format of the ATRAC encoder 62 is pre- 
scribed as PCM (Pulse Code Modulation) data, and the 
output format is prescribed as ATRAC (Adaptive Trans- 
form Acoustic Coding). Meanwhile, the input format of 
the ATRAC encoder 62 is prescribed as ATRAC while 
the output format is prescribed as PCM data. 

Processing when a user controls the AV equip- 
ments through the PC module 1 after processing (initial- 
ization processing) of storing such information of 
function units as illustrated In FIGS. 11 to 15 into the 
RAM 353 of the PC module 1 is executed by such initial- 
ization processing as described above is desaibed sub- 
sequently with reference to flow charts of FIGS. 16 and 
17. 

If the user manually operates a predetermined key 
of the infrared keytward 381 to input an instruction to 
display an AV equipment selection menu in step S21, 
then an infrared signal corresponding to the operated 
key is inputted to the IR blaster 362. The IR blaster 362 
converts the infrared signal into an electric signal and 
outputs the electric signal to the microcontroller 371. 
The microcontroller 371 outputs a signal corresponding 
to the thus inputted signal to the CPU 351 of the PC 
module 1 . 

If the user inputs the equipment selection menu dis- 
playing instruction in this manner, then the CPU 351 
executes equipment selection menu displaying 
processing in step S22. In particular, as described here- 
inabove, upon Initialization processing, information of 
function units is supplied from the individual AV equip- 
ments to the PC module 1 and stored into the RAM 353 
of the PC module 1. The CPU 351 reads out the Infor- 
mation of the function units stored In the RAM 353 and 
causes the graphics accelerator 358 to produce graphi- 
cal user interface (GUI) data corresponding to the infor- 
mation of the function units. Then, an Image of the thus 
produced GUI Is outputted to the monitor 1 1 so that it is 
displayed on the monitor 1 1 . 

In this manner, for example, as seen in FIG. 18, 
icon graphic forms 1A to 6A corresponding to the AV 
equipments connected to the 1394 cable 7 are dis- 
played on the monitor 11. Each of the icon graphic 
forms 1 A to 6A has applied thereto a graphic form or 
forms which make it possible to recognize whether a 
corresponding one of the AV equipments allows input- 



ting, outputting or inputting and outputting. For example, 
to the icon 4A of the DVD player module 4, It Is indicated 
by the direction of a graphic form of a triangle that the 
DVD player module 4 only allows outputting but does 

5 not allow Inputting. In contrast, it is Indicated by two tri- 
angles of different directions added to each of the icon 
1 A of the PC module 1 . the icon 2A of the MPEG 1 video 
deck module 2, the icon 3A of the MO drive module 3. 
the icon 5 A of the CD-R drive module 5 and the Icon 6A 

10 of the MD drive module 6 that both of Inputting and out- 
putting are possible. 

Now, it Is assumed that, for example, data repro- 
duced by a first module is supplied to a second module 
so as to be recorded. In this instance, the user will 

IS move, In step S23, a pointer 21 1 to the icon of the first 
module and perform double clicking to effect an opera- 
tion of designating the first module. If, for example, the 
icon 3A of the MO drive module 3 is double clicked, then 
a window 212 which Indicates a title of a video clip 

20 recorded on the MO 184 is produced by the graphics 
accelerator 358 and displayed on the monitor 11 as 
seen in FIG. 19 in step S24. It is to be noted that also 
such title information is transferred, upon the initializa- 
tion operation described hereinabove, as information of 

25 function units from the MO drive module 3 to the PC 
module 1 and stored into the RAM 353. Accordingly, the 
CPU 351 can cause the graphics accelerator 358 to 
produce such a window as described above by reading 
out the information of the function units stored in the 

30 RAM 353. 

Then, another operation of selecting a second mod- 
ule as a module into which data Is to be recorded is per- 
formed by moving the pointer 211 and performing 
double clicking similarly in step S25. Here, if it Is 

35 assumed that, for example, the icon 5A of the CD-R 
drive module 5 Is double clicked, then the CPU 351 
reads out, in step S26, the information of the function 
units of the CD-R drive module 5 stored in the RAM 353 
and causes a symbol graphic form representative of a 

40 file of information recorded on the CD-R 154 to be dis- 
played in another window 213. The user can observe 
the window 212 and the window 213 to recognize the 
recorded contends of the MO 184 and the recorded 
condition of the CD-R 154. 

45 Then, the control advances to step S27. in which 
the user will perform a manual operation to designate a 
copying source and a copying destination. This opera- 
tion Is performed, for example, by dragging the pointer 
21 1 on a predetermined title on the window 212 for an 

so MO as a copying source and moving the pointer 21 1 to 
a predetermined position on the window 213 (to a posi- 
tion of a new file of the number 5 indicated by phantom 
in FIG. 19) and then dropping the pointer 21 1 . 

After a copying source and a copying destination 

55 are designated in tNs manner, the control subsequently 
advances to step S28, in which the CPU 351 of the PC 
module 1 discriminates whether or not a format of the 
copying destination is designated. In particular, as 
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desaibed hereinabove, the information of the function 
units of the AV equipments illustrated in FIGS, 11 to 15 
is stored in the RAM 353 of the PC module 1 . and input 
and output formats are prescribed by the information of 
the function units. The input format of the CD- R drive 5 1 5 
of the CD-R drive module 5 which is the copying desti- 
nation is prescribed to be digital data. In other words, 
any data can be inputted to the CD-R drive 51 only if the 
data Is digital data, and this signifies that the format of 
the copying destination is not substantially designated, w 
In such an instance, the process advances to step S30. 

In this instance, however, it is assumed that data 
based on the same standards as those for a video CD is 
stored on the CD-R 154. Accordingly, to the CD-R drive 
51, data must be supplied as data of the MPEG 1 sys- is 
tern. Therefore, in this instance, the control advances to 
step S29, in which the MPEG 1 is designated as the for- 
mat of the copying destination. After this designation 
processing is performed, the control advances to step 
S30. 20 

In step S30, the CPU 351 executes copy route 
searching processing. In particular, if it is assumed that 
the file designated to be reproduced from the MO 1 84 is 
recorded in the format of the MPEG 2 system, the CPU 
351 searches for a route by which the data of the MPEG 25 
2 system can be supplied as data of the MPEG 1 sys- 
tem to the CD-R drive 51 and recorded onto the CD-R 
1 54. Since the format of the data outputted from the MO 
drive 31 is that of the MPEG 2 system, the data cannot 
be supplied as it is to the CD-R drive 51 . Therefore, as 30 
seen in FIG. 20, the data of the MPEG 2 system output- 
ted from the MO drive 31 Is supplied to the MPEG 2 
decoder 41 of the DVD player module 4 so that it Is 
decoded by the MPEG 2 decoder 41 to produce data of 
the Motion JPEG system and then the data of the 35 
Motion MPEG system Is supplied to the MPEG 1 
encoder 21 of the MPEG 1 video deck module 2, Then, 
the data of the Motion JPEG system is encoded into 
data of the MPEG 1 system by the MPEG 1 encoder 21 , 
and the data of the MPEG 1 system is supplied to the 40 
CD-R drive 51 of the CD-R drive module 5. By such 
routing, data of the MPEG 2 system can be converted 
into data of the MPEG 1 system and recorded onto the 
CD-R 154. The CPU 351 searches out such a route as 
just described. 45 

Then, in step S31, the CPU 351 discriminates 
whether or not a copying route has been searched out 
successfully. If the CPU 351 fails in such searching, the 
control advances to step S32, in which the CPU 351 
produces a message such as, for example, "Copy has so 
failed ", and outputs the message from the graphics 
accelerator 358 to the monitor 1 1 so as to be displayed 
on the monitor 1 1 . Consequently, the user can recog- 
nize that the designated copying is "impossible. For 
example, in such an instance that the DVD player mod- ss 
ule 4 is not connected and data of the MPEG 2 system 
cannot be decoded by the AV equipments connected by 
the 1394 cable 7 or In a like case, data of the MPEG 2 



system cannot be converted into data of the MPEG 1 
system. In short, in such a case that the AV equipments 
connected by the 1394 cable 7 do not have a function 
for performing format conversion of data (in the example 
described above, where an equipment having an MPEG 
2 decoder is not Involved), a copying route cannot be 
set. 

In contrast, If it Is discriminated in step S31 that a 
copying route has been searched out, then the control 
advances to step 833, in which the CPU 351 controls 
the graphics accelerator 358 to produce Image data cor- 
responding to the copying route and cause the monitor 
1 1 to display the Image data thereon. Consequently, for 
example, such a copying route as shown in FIG. 20 is 
displayed. 

Where a copying route obtained as a result of a 
search Is displayed in this manner, the user can confirm 
In what processing process data are reproduced and 
recorded actually. 

Thereafter, the control advances to step S34, in 
which the CPU 351 of the PC module 1 executes 
processing of producing and outputting commands con- 
forming to the copying route obtained as a result of the 
search. In particular, in order to realize copying along 
such a copying route as shown in FIG 20, a command 
(CI) for causing the MO 184 to be reproduced by the 
MO drive module 3 first, another command (C2) for 
causing the MPEG 2 decoder 41 to decode data sup- 
plied from the MO drive module 3 to the DVD player 
module 4, a further command (C3) for causing the 
MPEG 1 encoder 21 of the MPEG 1 video deck module 
2 to encode data supplied thereto from the MPEG 2 
decoder 41 and a still further command (C4) for causing 
the CD-R drive 51 of the CD-R drive module 5 to record 
data supplied thereto from the MPEG 1 encoder 21 onto 
the CD-R 154 are required. Further, the command for 
the CD-R drive module 5 includes. In addition to a com- 
mand for recording inputted data onto the CD-R 154. a 
command for issuing notification of completion of writing 
to the PC module 1 when writing onto the CD-R 154 
comes to an end. 

The CPU 351 produces commands for the modules 
for execution of such a sequence of processes collec- 
tively in a single command set as seen in FIG. 21(A). 
Where commands are collected Into a single command 
set and transferred to an AV equipment which performs 
first processing In this manner, the CPU 351 can there- 
after execute other processing. 

The CPU 351 outputs the commands produced in 
this manner to the 1394 interface 357 so as to be out- 
putted to the 1394 cable 7. The commands are transmit- 
ted to the AV equipments through the 1394 cable 7. 
While each of the AV equipments receives the com- 
mands through the 1394 interface thereof, if any of the 
commands is not destined for the AV equipment itself, 
then the AV equipment ignores the commands. How- 
ever, if one of the commands is destined for the AV 
equipment Itself, then the AV equipment fetches the 
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commands and executes processing defined by the 
command destined for the self equipment. In the 
present case, since the destination of the first command 
C1 is the MO drive module 3. the commands are 
fetched by the MO drive module 3. Then, the MO drive 
module 3 executes processing defined by one of the 
commands destined therefor. 

While details of the processing are described with 
reference to a flow chart of FIG. 22, briefly the CPU 181 
of the MO drive module 3 causes, when the commands 
are inputted thereto, the MO drive 31 to reproduce the 
MO 184. Then, data obtained by the reproduction is 
added to the commands from the PC module 1 except 
the command CI destined for the MO drive module 3 
itself, that is. the commands C2 to C4, as seen in FIG. 
21(B), and the resulting commands are outputted to the 
1394 cable 7. 

The commands outputted from the MO drive mod- 
ule 3 are fetched by the DVD player moduie 4. The CPU 
141, which fetches the commands through the 1394 
interface 145 of the DVD player module 4, executes 
decoding processing defined by one of the commands 
destined for the self equipment, operation of which is 
hereinafter described with reference to a flow chart of 
FIG. 23. Then, the CPU 141 adds Motion JPEG data 
obtained by the processing to the commands C3 and 
C4 except the command C2 destined for the self equip- 
ment as seen in FIG. 21(C). and outputs the resulting 
commands to the 1394 cable 7. 

The commands outputted from the DVD player 
module 4 are received by the MPEG 1 video deck mod- 
ule 2, and one of the commands destined for the self 
equipment is executed. While operation then is herein- 
after described in detail with reference to a flow chart of 
FIG. 24, here the inputted data is encoded by the MPEG 
1 encoder 21. Then, from between the commands sup- 
plied from the DVD player module 4, the command C4 
except the command C3 destined for the self equipment 
is added to the data obtained by the encoding as seen 
in FIG. 21(D), and the resulting command is outputted 
to the 1394 cable 7. 

The command Is received by the CD-R drive mod- 
ule 5 as the last AV equipment. Then, processing 
defined by the inputted command is executed by the 
CD-R drive module 5. Details of the processing are 
hereinafter described with reference to a flow chat of 
FIG. 25. The command for the CD-R drive module 5 
includes also a command to issue a notification, when 
writing onto the CD-R 154 is completed, of the comple- 
tion of writing to the PC module 1 . When this command 
is executed, the CD-R drive module 5 outputs such a 
notification as seen in FIG. 21(E) to the 1394 cable 7. 

Thus, the CPU 351 of the PC module 1 disaimi- 
nates. after it produces and outputs the commands in 
step S34 of FIG. 16. in step S35 of FIG. 17. whether or 
not a notification representing completion of processing 
defined by the commands has been inputted. If it is dis- 
criminated in step S35 that a notification representative 



of conrpletion of processing defined by the commands 
has been transmitted to the PC module 1 . then the con- 
trol advances to step S36. in which the CPU 351 
receives the commands through the 1394 interface 357 

5 and confirms completion of the processing defined by 
the commands produced and outputted in step S34. 

If it is discriminated in step S35 that no notification 
of completion of processing is transmitted to the PC 
module 1, then the control advances to step S37, in 

10 which the CPU 351 requests a second module as a 
module which is to perform final processing (in the 
present case, the CD-R drive module 5) for transmis- 
sion of a status. When the request is received, the CD- 
R drive module 5 executes processing of checking a 

15 Status of the CD-R drive module 5 itself and outputting 
the status. Details of the processing will be hereinafter 
described with reference to a flow chart of FIG. 26. 

The CPU 351 of the PC module 1 further discrimi- 
nates, in step S38, whether or not a notification of a sta- 

20 tus has been received from the CD-R drive module 5. If 
no notification is received from the CD-R drive module 
5, then the control advances to step S39, in which the 
CPU 351 discriminates whether or not a predetermined 
time has elapsed after the commands are outputted in 

25 Step S34. If the predetermined time has not elapsed yet. 
then the processing returns to step S38 so that the 
processing in steps S38 and S39 is executed repeti- 
tively until after the predetermined time elapses. 

On the other hand, if it is discriminated in step S39 

30 that the predetermined time set in advance has 
elapsed, then it is determined that some trouble has 
occurred with the CD-R drive module 5. and the control 
advances to step S40, in which error processing is exe- 
cuted. 

35 On the contrary, if it is discriminated in step S38 that 
a status has been received from the CD-R drive module 
5, then the control advances to step S41, in which the 
CPU 351 receives the status signal and confirms the 
status of the CD-R drive module 5. Then, the CPU 351 

40 disaimlnates from the status whether or not the CD-R 
drive module 5 is normal . and if it is discriminated in 
step S42 that the CD-R drive module 5 is normal, then 
the control returns to step S35 so that the processing in 
the steps beginning with step S35 is repetitively exe- 

45 cuted. 

If it is discriminated in step S42 that the received 
status indicates that the CD-R drive module 5 is not nor- 
mal, then the control advances to step S43. in which 
error processing is executed. 

so Subsequently, operation of the MO drive module 3 
is described with reference to the f tow chart of FIG. 22. 
First, in step S61, the CPU 181 of the MO drive module 
3 receives the commands from the PC module 1 
through the 1394 interface 185. When the commands 

55 are received, the CPU 181 executes one of the com- 
mands destined for the self equipment. Since the com- 
mand designates reproduction processing of an MO as 
seen from FIG. 21(A). the CPU 181 controls the MO 
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drive 31 to reproduce data recorded on the MO 184 in 
step S62. 

Then, the control advances to step S63, in which 
the CPU 181 executes processing of adding data 
obtained by the decoding processing thereof to the 5 
remaining commands C2 to C4 except the command 
Cl destined for the MO drive module 3 itself and output- 
ting the resulting commands. In particular, as seen from 
FIG. 21(A), the commands received from the PC mod- 
ule 1 include the four parts 01 to 04, and the part 01 is io 
a command destined for the MO drive module 3 itself, 
and the parts C2, C3 and 04 are commands designated 
for the DVD player module 4, MPEG 1 video deck mod- 
ule 2 and CD-R drive module 5. respectively, as AV 
equipments in the later stages. Thus, as seen from FIG. 75 
21(B), the CPU 181 adds MPEG 2 data obtained by the 
decoding processing to, from among the commands 
transmitted thereto from the PC module 1 , the com- 
mands 02. 03 and C4 except the part CI destined for 
the MO drive module 3 itself and outputs the resulting 20 
commands to the 1394 cable 7 through the 1394 inter- 
face 185. 

The destination of the commands outputted from 
the MO drive module 3 is the DVD player module 4. 
Therefore, processing of the DVD player module 4 is 25 
described subsequently with reference to the f lovy^ chart 
of FIG. 23. 

In step S71 . the CPU 141 of the DVD player module 
4 receives one of the commands outputted from the MO 
drive module 3 which is destined for the DVD player 30 
module 4 itself through the 1394 interface 145. This 
command includes decoding processing by the MPEG 
2 decoder 41 as seen in FIG. 21(B). Consequently, the 
CPU 141 supplies, in Step S72, the data (MPEG 2 data) 
received through the 1394 interface 145 to the MPEG 2 35 
decoder 41 so that the data may be decoded into 
Motion JPEG data by the MPEG 2 decoder 41 . 

Then, the control advances to step S73, in which 
the CPU 141 adds the Motion JPEG data obtained by 
the processing in step S72 to, from among the com- 40 
mands supplied from the MO drive module 3, the com- 
mands 03 and 04 except the command 02 destined for 
the DVD player module 4 itself and outputs the resulting 
commands in such a format as seen In FIG. 21 (0) to the 
1394 cable 7 through the 1 394 interface 1 45. 45 

The destination of the commands outputted from 
the DVD player module 4 is the MPEG 1 video deck 
module 2. Thus, processing of the MPEG 1 video deck 
module 2 is described subsequently with reference to 
the flow chart of FIG. 24. so 

In step S81. the CPU 121 of the MPEG 1 video 
deck module 2 receives one of the commands outputted 
from the DVD player module 4 which is destined for the 
MPEG 1 video deck module 2 through the 1394 inter- 
face 125. This command includes encoding processing 55 
by the MPEG 1 encoder 21 as seen from FIG. 21(0). 
Therefore, the CPU 121 supplies, in step S82, the data 
(Motion JPEG data) received through the 1394 interface 



125 to the MPEG 1 encoder 21 so that the data may be 
encoded into MPEG 1 data. 

Then, the control advances to step S83, in which 
the CPU 121 adds the MPEG 1 data obtained by the 
processing in step S82 to the command 04 except the 
command part 03 destined for the MPEG 1 video deck 
module 2 itself from between the commands supplied 
thereto from the DVD player module 4, and outputs the 
resulting commands in such a format as illustrated in 
FIG. 21(D) to the 1394 cable 7 through the 1394 inter- 
face 125. 

This command is transfen-ed to the CD-R drive 
module 5 through the 1394 cable 7. TTie CD-R drive 
module 5 receiving this command executes such 
processing as illustrated in the flow chart of FIG. 25. 

In particular, referring to FIG. 25. first in step S91, 
the CPU 151 of the OD-R drive module 5 receives the 
command supplied thereto from the MPEG 1 video deck 
module 2 through the 1394 interface 155. This com- 
mand includes writing onto the CD-R 154 and notifica- 
tion to the PC module 1 as seen in FIG. 21(D). Thus, the 
CPU 151 supplies, in step S92, the MPEG 1 data sup- 
plied thereto from the MPEG 1 video deck module 2 to 
the CD-R drive 51 so that the MPEG 1 data may be 
recorded onto the OD-R 154. Then, when the recording 
processing comes to an end. the control sequence 
advances to step S93. in which the CPU 151 executes 
processing of notifying the PC module 1 of a signal rep- 
resentative of completion of writing. In particular, the 
CPU 151 generates a notification representative of 
completion of writing illustrated in FIG. 21(E) to the PC 
module 1 and outputs the notification to the PC module 
1 through the 1394 interface 155. 

This notification is received in steps S35 and S36 of 
FIG. 17 by the PC module 1 as described hereinabove. 

On the other hand, when a request for transmission 
of a status is issued from the PC module 1 , the CD-R 
drive module 5 executes processing illustrated in the 
flow chart of FIG. 26. In particular, first in step SI 01 , the 
CPU 151 receives the request for status transmission 
transmitted thereto from the PC module 1. When the 
request is received, the CPU 151 discriminates in step 
SI 02, a status of the OD-R drive module 5 itself and 
outputs a result of the discrimination as a status toward 
the PC module 1 in step SI 03. This status signal is 
received in steps S38 and 841 of FIG. 17 by the PC 
module 1 . Here, the status may be, for example, that the 
CD-R drive module 5 

• is out of order. 

* is executing processing as a processing command 
has been received from another AV equipment, 
has completed processing already and further has 
completed notification of completion of processing 
to the PC module 1, 

does not yet receive a processing command from 
another AV equipment, and so forth. 
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It is to be noted that, according to the processing 
example of the PC module 1 1llustrated in the flow charts 
of FIGS. 16 and 17. when it is discriminated in step S35 
that a completion notification is not received, it is dis- 
criminated in step S39 whether or not the predeter- 
mined time has elapsed. The predetermined time must 
be set to a comparatively long time because the time 
required for processing of the MO drive module 3, DVD 
player module 4 and MPEG 1 video deck module 2 prior 
to final processing of the CD-R drive module 5 must be 
taken into consideration. As a result, if, for example, the 
CD-R drive module 5 is put into a hang-up state by 
some trouble, it is difficult to detect this rapidly. Thus, 
subsequently to the processing in step S34 off FIG. 16, 
processing in steps S1 11 to SI 22 illustrated in FIG. 27 
may be executed in place of the processing of steps 
S35to S43 of FIG. 17. 

In the processing example of FIG. 27, after 
processing of producing and outputting commands in 
step 834 of FIG. 16 is completed, the CPU 351 of the 
PC module 1 discriminates in step S1 1 1 whether or not 
an acknowledge (ACK) signal of starting of processing 
has been received from the CD-R drive module 5 as a 
second module. In particular, in the present processing 
example, when processing is to be started, the CD-R 
drive module 5 outputs an acknowledge signal to the 
PC module 1. If it is discriminated in step S111 that an 
acknowledge signal of starting of processing is not 
received from the CD-R drive module 5, then the control 
advances to step S112, in which the CPU 351 discrimi- 
nates whether or not a predetermined time set in 
advance has elapsed after commands are produced 
and outputted in step S34. If the predetermined time 
has not elapsed as yet, then the control returns to step 
81 1 1. in which it is discriminated again whether or not 
an acknowledge signal has been received. 

Then, if it is discriminated in step 81 12 that the pre- 
determined time set in advance has elapsed, then the 
control advances to step 8113, in which the CPU 351 
determines that some trouble has occurred with the CD- 
R drive module 5 and executes error processing. 

On the contrary, if it is discriminated in step 8111 
that an acknowledge signal of starting of processing has 
been received from the CD-R drive module 5. then 
processing in step Si 14 et seq. is executed. The 
processing in steps S1 1 4 to SI 22 is substantially similar 
to the processing in steps 835 to S43 of FIG. 17, 
respectively. In particular, if it is discriminated in step 
8114 that a completion notification has not been 
received from the CD-R drive module 5, then the CPU 
351 requests the CD-R drive module 5 for transmission 
of a status in step S1 1 6. In step 81 1 7, the CPU 351 dis- 
criminates whether or not a status notification has been 
received, and if no status notification has been received, 
then the CPU 351 discriminates in step 8118 whether 
or not a predetermined time set in advance has 
elapsed. 

The step S1 18 for discrimination of the predeter- 



mined time corresponds to the step S39 of FIG. 17. 
However, since the discrimination processing of the pre- 
determined time in step 81 18 is performed in step Si 1 1 
after a notification of starting of processing is received 

5 from the CD-R drive module 5, for the predetermined 
time, a time to be elapsed after reception of an acknowl- 
edge signal of starting of processing can be set. In par- 
ticular, the set time of step 81 18 can be set as a time 
shorter than the set time of step 839 of FIG. 1 7. In other 

TO words, since the predetermined time discriminated in 
step 839 of FIG. 17 is a time after the CPU 351 of the 
PC module 1 outputs commands in step S34 of FIG. 1 6, 
it must be set to a comparatively long time similarly to 
the predetermined time in step 81 12 of the processing 

75 example illustrated in FIG. 27. In contrast, since the pre- 
determined time discriminated in step 8118 is a time 
shorter than the predetermined time just described, 
when some trouble occurs with the CD-R drive module 
5, this can be detected comparatively rapidly, and error 

20 processing can be executed in step 81 19. 

Since processing in the other steps of FIG. 27 is 
similar to that in the corresponding steps of FIG. 17. 
overlapping description of the same is omitted here. 
While, in the processing example described above. 

25 a notification of completion of processing is issued from 
the second module which performs the last processing, 
it is othenwise possible to place the processing comple- 
tion notification into a status signal while the command 
for notification of completion of processing is omitted. 

30 An example of processing in this instance is described 
with reference to FIG. 28. The processing in FIG. 28 is 
performed following the processing in step 834 of FIG. 
16. 

In particular, in the present processing example, 

35 after the CPU 351 outputs commands in step 834, it dis- 
criminates in step 8131 whether or not an acknowledge 
signal of starting of processing corresponding to the 
commands has been received from the CD-R drive 
module 5 as a second module. If an acknowledge signal 

40 of completion of processing has not been received, then 
the control advances to step 81 32, in which it is discrim- 
inated whether or not a predetermined time set in 
advance has elapsed after the issuance of the com- 
mands. If the predetermined time has not elapsed as 

45 yet, then the control returns to step 8131. However, if 
the predetermined time has elapsed, then the control 
advances to step 8133, in which error processing is 
executed. The processing in steps S131 to S 133 is sim- 
ilar to the processing in steps 81 1 1 to 81 13 of FIG. 27. 

so respectively. 

If it is discriminated in step 8131 that an acknowl- 
edge signal of starting of processing has been received 
from the CD-R drive module 5, then the control 
advances to step 8134, in which the CPU 351 sets the 

55 predetermined time to be discriminated in step 81 41 in 
a later stage and starts a timing counting operation for 
the predetermined time. Then, the control advances to 
step SI 35. in which the CPU 351 requests the CD-R 
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drive module 5 for transmission of a status. In step 

5136, the CPU 351 disaiminates whether or not a noti- 
fication of a status has been received from the CD-R 
drive module 5, and if no notification has been received, 
then the control advances to step SI 41, in which it is 
discriminated whether or not the predetermined time set 
in step S134 has elapsed. If the predetermined time has 
not elapsed, then the control advances to step Si 36, in 
which It is discriminated whether or not a notification of 
a status has been received. 

If a notification of a status is not received from the 
CD-R drive module 5 even after the predetermined time 
set in step SI 34 elapses in such a manner as described 
abo - e. then the control advances to step 8142, in which 
encf processing is executed. 

On the other hand, if it Is discriminated in step Si 36 
that a notification of a status has been received from the 
CD-R drive module 5, then the control advances to step 

5137, In which the CPU 351 receives the status, and 
then to step S138, in which the CPU 351 discriminates 
whether or not contents of the status indicate comple- 
tion of processing. If the status from the CD-R drive 
module 5 indicates completion of processing, then the 
CPU 351 ends its processing. If it is discriminated in 
step SI 38 that the status does not indicate completion 
of processing corresponding to the command, then the 
control advances to step S139, in which it is discrimi- 
nated whether or not the status indicates normal opera- 
tion. If it is discriminated that the status indicates 
abnormal operation, then the control advances to step 
S140, in which error processing is executed. 

On the other hand, if it is discriminated in step S139 
that the status indicates normal operation, then the con- 
trol returns to step Si 34, in which a predetermined time 
is set again, and then to step SI 35, in which status 
transmission is requested. Thereafter, the processing in 
step Si 36 et seq. is executed in a similar manner as 
described above. 

According to the processing example described 
above, since a predetermined time is set every time in 
step SI 34, a hand-up state can be detected more rap- 
idly. 

While, in the embodiment described above, the PC 
module 1 and the AV equipments are connected to each 
other by the 1 394 cable 7, it is also possible to connect 
an electronic equipment other than an AV equipment 
using the 1394 cable 7. Further, as the network for inter- 
connecting the electronic equipments, a network other 
than the 1394 cable may be used. 

Further, while functions of each module can be 
divided arbitrarily, each module must be divided into dif- 
ferent function units each of which at least has one 
input, one output or one input and one output. 

Having now fully desaibed the inventon, it will be 
apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art that many 
changes and modifications can be made thereto without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as 
set forth herein. 



Claims 

1. An electronic equipment controlling apparatus (1) 
to which one or more electronic equipments are 

5 connected by a communication line (7), comprising: 

communication means (357) for communicat- 
ing with said electronic equipments through 
said communication line (7); 

10 control means (371 ) for requesting each of said 

electronic equipments for transmission of infor- 
mation of function units included in the elec- 
tronic equipment and each having at least one 
of an input and an output; and 

15 storage means (372) for storing the information 

of the function units transmitted from said elec- 
tronic equipments to said electronic equipment 
controlling apparatus (1) through said commu- 
nication line (7). 

20 

2. An electronic equipment controlling apparatus (1) 
according to claim 1 , wherein said control means 

(371) requests, upon initialization, each of said 
electronic equipments for transmission of the infor- 
ms mation of the function units. 

3. An electronic equipment controlling apparatus 
according to daim 1 or 2. further comprising output- 
ting means (356, 359) for causing the information of 

30 the function units stored in said storage means 

(372) to be displayed. 

4. An electronic equipment corrtroliing apparatus (1) 
according to one of daims 1 to 4, further comprising 

35 selection means (382) for selecting the information 
of at least one of the function units from the infor- 
mation of the function units. 

5. An electronic equipment corrtroliing apparatus (1) 
40 according to claim 4. wherein said control means 

(371 ) searches, when the information of at least two 
funrtion units is selected from the Information of the 
function units, based on the selection, for a route for 
transmission of data from a first one of the function 
45 units to a second one of the function units. 

6. An electronic equipment controlling apparatus (1) 
according to claim 5. further comprising outputting 
means for causing the searched out route to be dis- 

50 played. 

7. An electronic equipment controlling apparatus (1) 
according to one of daims 4 to 6. wherein said 
selection means (382) performs the selection by 

55 performing a drag-and-drop operation from the dis- 
played information of one of the function units to the 
displayed information of another one of the function 
units. 
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8. An electronic equipment controlling apparatus 
according to one of claims 4 to 7, wherein said con- 
trol means (371) produces a command for causing 
the selected function unit to execute predetermined 
processing and outputs the command to said com- 
munication line (7) through said communication 
means (357). 

9. An electronic equipment controlling apparatus (1) 
according to claim 8, wherein said control means 
(371) places, into the command, designation infor- 
mation for designating one of the function units 
which is to perform next processing after the 
selected function unit performs the predetermined 
processing. 

10. An electronic equipment controlling apparatus (1) 
according to claim 8, wherein said control means 
(371) confirms completion information which is 
generated by the selected electronic equipment 
when the selected electronic equipment completes 
processing corresponding to the command. 

11. An electronic equipment controlling apparatus (1) 
according to one of claims 1 to 10. wherein said 
electronic equipments are AV equipments, and said 
communication line (7) Is an IEEE 1394 serial bus. 

1 2. An electronic equipment controlling method for con- 
trolling one or more electronic equipments con- 
nected by a communication line (7), comprising: 

a requesting step of requesting each of said 
electronic equipments for transmission of Infor- 
mation of function units Included In the elec- 
tronic equipment ard each having at least one 
of an input and an output; and 
a storing step of storing the information of the 
function units transmitted from said electronic 
equipments through said communication line 
(7). 

13. An electronic equipment controlling method accord- 
ing to claim 12. wherein said requesting step 
requests, upon initialization, each of said electronic 
equipments for the information of the function units. 

14. An electronic equipment controlling method accord- 
ing to claim 12 or 13, further comprising an output- 
ting step for causing the information of the function 
units stored in said storage means to be displayed. 

15. An electronic equipment controlling method accord- 
ing to one of claims 12 to 14, further comprising a 
selecting step of selecting the Information of at least 
one of the function units from the information of the 
function units. 



16. An electronic equipment controlling method accord- 
ing to claim 15, further comprising a searching step 
of searching, when the information of at least two 
function units is selected from the information of the 

5 function units, based on the selection, for a route for 
transmission of data from a first one of the function 
units to a second one of the function units. 

17. An electronic equipment controlling method accord- 
10 ing to daim 16, further comprising an outputting 

step of causing the searched out route to be dis- 
played. 

18. An electronic equipment controlling method accord- 
15 ing to one of claims 15 to 1 7, wherein, in the select- 
ing step, the selection is performed by performing a 
drag-and-drop operation from the displayed infor- 
mation of one of the function units to the displayed 
information of another one of the function units. 

20 

1 9. An electronic equipment controlling method accord- 
ing to one of claims 15 to 18. further comprising a 
producing step of producing a command for caus- 
ing the selected function unit to execute predeter- 

25 mined processing and outputting the command to 
said communication line (7) through said communi- 
cation means (357). 

20. An electronic equipment controlling method accord- 
30 Ing to claim 19, wheran said producing step places. 

Into the command, designation Information for des- 
ignating one of the function units which is to per- 
form next processing after the selected function unit 
performs the predetermined processing. 

35 

21 . An electronic equipment controlling method accord- 
ing to claim 19, further comprising a confirming 
step of confirming completion information which is 
generated by the selected electronic equipment 

40 when the selected electronic equipment completes 
processing corresponding to the command. 

22. An electronic equipment controlling method accord- 
ing to one of claims 12 to 21, wherein said elec- 
ts tronic equipments are AV equipments, and said 

communication line (7) is an IEEE 1394 serial bus. 

23. An electronic equipment connected to an electronic 
equipment controlling apparatus (1) by a communi- 

50 cation line (7), comprising: 

communication means for communicating with 
said electronic equipment controlling appara- 
tus (1) through said communication line (7); 
55 storage means for storing information of func- 

tion units Included in said electronic equipment 
and each having at least one of an input and an 
output: and 
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control means for controlling so that, when a 
request for transmission of the information of 
the function units is received from said elec- 
tronic equipment controlling apparatus (1), the 
information of the function units is transmitted 5 
to said electronic equipment controlling appa- 
ratus (1). 

24. An electronic equipment according to claim 23, 
wherein, when a command outputled from said 10 
electronic equipment controlling apparatus (1) and 
representing that the information of one of the func- 
tion units is selected is received, said control 
means performs processing corresponding to the 
command. 15 

25. An electronic equipment according to claim 24. 
wherein said control means adds, after the 
processing corresponding to the command is com- 
pleted, data obtained as a result of the processing 20 
to at least part of the command from said electronic 
equipment controlling apparatus (1) and outputs 
the resulting command to another electronic equip- 
ment. 

25 

26. An electronic equipment according to claim 25. 
wherein, if the command does not include designa- 
tion of any electronic equipment to which data is to 
be transmitted, then said control means notifies 
said electronic equipment controlling apparatus (1) 30 
of completion of processing when the processing 
corresponding to the command is completed. 

27. An electronic equipment controlling method for con- 
trolling an electronic equipment connected to an 3S 
electronic equipment controlling apparatus (1) by a 
communication line (7), comprising: 

a receiving step of receiving a request for 
transmission of information of function units 40 
from said electronic equipment controlling 
apparatus (1); and 

a transmitting step of controlling, in response to 
the request for transmission, to transmit infor- 
mation of function units included in said elec- 45 
tronic equipment and each having at least one 
of an Input and an output to said electronic 
equipment controlling apparatus (1). 

28. An electronic equipment controlling method accord- so 
ing to claim 27, further comprising a processing 
step of performing, when a command outputted 
from said electronic equipment controlling appara- 
tus (1) and representing that one of the function 
units is selected is received, processing corre- 55 
sponding to the command. 

29. An electronic equipment controlling method accord- 



ing to claim 28. further comprising an oulputting 
step of adding, after the processing corresponding 
to the command is completed, data obtained as a 
result of the processing to at least part of the com- 
mand from said electronic equipment controlling 
apparatus (1) and outputting the resulting com- 
mand to another electronic equipment. 

30. An electronic equipment controlling method accord- 
ing to claim 29, further comprising a notifying step 
of notifying, if the command does not include desig- 
nation of any electronic equipment to which data is 
to be transmitted, said electronic equipment con- 
trolling apparatus (1) of completion of processing 
when the processing corresponding to the com- 
mand is conpleted. 

31. An electronic equipment controlling system, com- 
prising: 

a plurality of first electronic equipments con- 
nected to each other by a communication line 
(7); and 

a second electronic equipment for controlling 
said first electronic equipments; 
each of said first electronic equipments includ- 
ing: 

first communication means for communi- 
cating with said second electronic equip- 
ment through said communication line (7); 
first storage means for storing information 
of function units included in the first elec- 
tronic equipment and each having at least 
one of an input and an output; and 
first control means for controlling so that, 
when a request for transmission of the 
information of the function units is received 
from said second electronic equipment, 
the information of the function units is 
transmitted to said second electronic 
equipment; 

said second electronic equipment including: 

second communication means for commu- 
nicating with said first electronic equip- 
ments through said communication line; 
second control means for requesting each 
of said first electronic equipments for 
transmission of the information of the func- 
tion units of the first electronic equipment; 
and 

second storage means for storing the infor- 
mation of the function units transmitted 
from said first electronic equipments to 
said second electronic equipment through 
said communication line (7). 
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32. An electronic equipment controlling method for an 
electronic equipment controlling system which 
includes a plurality of first electronic equipments 
connected to each other by a communication line, 
and a second electronic equipment for controlling 5 
said first electronic equipments, comprising: 

a requesting step by said second electronic 
equipment of requesting each of said first elec- 
tronic equipments for transmission of informa- 10 
tion of function units included in the first 
electronic equipment and each of having at 
least one of an input and an output; 
a receiving step by each of said first electronic 
equipments of receiving the request for trans- is 
mission of information of function units from 
said second electronic equipment; 
a transmitting step by each of said first elec- 
tronic equipments of controlling in response to 
the request for transmission so that the infor- 20 
mation of the function units of the first elec- 
tronic equipment is transmitted to said second 
electronic equipment; and 
a storing step by said second electronic equip- 
ment of storing the information of the function 25 
units transmitted from said first electronic 
equipments through said communication line 
(7). 

33. An electronic equipment controlling apparatus (1) 30 
to which a plurality of electronic equipments are 
connected by a communication line (7), comprising: 

control means (371) for producing, based on 
an order of processes to be executed by said 35 
electronic equipments, commands including 
information of contents of the processes and 
designation information for designating that 
one of said electronic equipments by which the 
processes are to be executed next; and 40 
communication means (357) for outputting the 
produced commands to said electronic equip- 
ments through said communication line (7). 

34. An electronic equipment controlling method for an 45 
electronic equipment controlling apparatus to which 

a plurality of electronic equipments are connected 
by a communication line (7), comprising: 

a controlling step of producing, based on an so 
order of processes to be executed by said elec- 
tronic equipments, commands including infor- 
mation of contents of the processes and 
designation information for designating that 
one of said electronic equipments by which the ss 
processes are to be executed next; and 
a communicating step of outputting the pro- 
duced commands to said electronic equip- 



ments through said communication line (7). 

35. An electronic equipment connected to an electronic 
equipment controlling apparatus (1) by a communi- 
cation line (7), comprising: 

communication means for communicating with 
said electronic equipment controlling appara- 
tus through said communication line (7); 
processing means for performing, when com- 
mands including information of contents of 
processes to be executed by a plurality of elec- 
tronic equipments based on an order of the 
processes and designation Information for des- 
ignating that one of said electronic equipments 
by which the processes are to be executed next 
are received from said electronic equipment 
controlling apparatus (1), a process corre- 
sponding to one of the commands which is 
destined for said electronic equipment; and 
outputting means for adding, after the process 
corresponding to the command is completed, 
data obtained by the process to at least part of 
the commands from said electronic equipment 
controlling apparatus and outputting the result- 
ing commands to another one of said electronic 
equipments. 

36. An electronic equipment controlling method per- 
formed by an electronic equipment connected to an 
electronic equipment controlling apparatus (1) by a 
communication line (7), comprising: 

a processing step of performing, when com- 
mands including information of contents of 
processes to be executed by a plurality of elec- 
tronic equipments based on an order of the 
processes and designation information for des- 
ignating that one of said electronic equipments 
by which the processes are to be executed next 
are received from said electronic equipment 
controlling apparatus (1), a process corre- 
sponding to one of the commands which is 
destined for said electronic equipment; and 
an outputting step of adding, after the process 
corresponding to the command is completed, 
data obtained as a result of the process to at 
least part of the commands from said elec- 
tronic equipment controlling apparatus (1) and 
outputting the resulting commands to another 
one of said electronic equipments. 

37. An electronic equipment controlling system, com- 
prising: 

a plurality of first electronic equipments con- 
nected to each other by a communication line 
(7); and 
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34 



a second electronic equipment for controlling 
said first electronic equipments; 
each of said first electronic equipments includ- 
ing: 

5 

first communication means for communi- 
cating with said second electronic equip- 
ment through said communication line (7); 
processing means for performing, when 
commands including information of con- io 
tents of processes to be executed by a plu- 
rality of electronic equipments based on an 
order of the processes and designation 
information for designating that one of said 
electronic equipments by which the proc- is 
esses are to be executed next are received 
from said second electronic equipment, a 
process corresponding to one of the com- 
mands which is destined for said electronic 
equipment; and 20 
outputting means for adding, after the 
process corresponding to the command is 
completed, data obtained as a result of the 
process to at least part of the commands 
from said second electronic equipment 25 
and outputting the resulting commands to 
another one of said electronic equipments; 

said second electronic equipment including: 

30 

control means for producing, based on the 
order of the processes to be executed by 
said electronic equipments, commands 
including information of contents of the 
processes and designation information for 35 
designating that one of said electronic 
equipments by which the processes are to 
be executed next; and 
second communication means for output- 
ting the produced commands to said elec- 40 
tronic equipments through said 
communication line (7). 

38. An electronic equipment controlling method for an 
electronic equipment controlling system which 45 
includes a plurality of first electronic equipments 
connected to each other by a communication line 
(7), and a second electronic equipment for control- 
ling said first electronic equipments, comprising: 

50 

a controlling step by said second electronic 
equipment of producing, based on an order of 
processes to be executed by a plurality of elec- 
tronic equipments, commands including infor- 
mation of contents of the processes and 55 
designation information for designating that 
one of said electronic equipments by which the 
processes are to be executed next; 



a communicating step by said second elec- 
tronic equipment of outputting the produced 
commands to said electronic equipments 
through said communication line (7); 
a processing step by each of said first elec- 
tronic equipments of performing, when the 
commands are received from said second 
electronic equipment a process corresponding 
to one of the commands which is destined for 
the first electronic equipment; and 
an outputting step by each of said first elec- 
tronic equipments of adding, after the process 
corresponding to the command is completed, 
data obtained as a result of the process to at 
least part of the commands from said second 
electronic equipment and outputting the result- 
ing commands to another one of said electronic 
equipments. 
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